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Presentation outline

• A few general words about CSS
• More detailed words about CSS3
• CSS3 showcase ;)



About CSS
CSS = description how markup language
document is presented on screen
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http://www.csszengarden.com/

http://www.csszengarden.com/


CSS evolution

CSS specifications are maintained by the World Wide 
Web Consortium (W3C) – w3.org

• 1996 – CSS level 1 specification
• 1997 – CSS level 2 specification
• 1999 – CSS level 3 first drafts

In 1999 – some browsers have 99% support of CSS 1



CSS3 browser engine support
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Should we use CSS3?
Answer:



Should we use CSS3?
Answer: YES!
• Most features of CSS3 can be used today and 

work in all browsers using popular JavaScript
libraries (jQuery, MooTools, Yahoo!, 
Prototype, etc.)

• In 2008 between 1% and 5% have JavaScript
disabled so avoid using for important
functionality that would be lost without js
support



CSS3 main features
• Selectors
• Backgrounds and borders
• Advanced layout
• Text effects
• Multi-column layout
• Animations, transitions, transformations (3D)
• Color models with opacity (HSL, HSLA, RGBA)



Selectors

• Element type selectors
• Universal selectors for any element type
• Attribute selectors
• Class selectors
• ID selectors
• Pseudo-class selectors (no such in CSS2) - permit 

selection based on extra information that lies in 
the document tree but cannot be represented by 
other simple selectors or combinators



Pseudo-classes and pseudo-elements

Examples:
tr:nth-child(2n+1) /* represents every odd row of an HTML table */
tr:nth-last-child(-n+2) /* represents the two last rows of an HTML table */
p:nth-child(4n+1) { color: navy; } /* Alternate paragraph colour */
img:nth-of-type(2n+1) { float: right; } /* Alternate position of floated images */
p::first-line { text-transform: uppercase } /* First line with uppercase letters*/
h3::before {content:  „Before header”} /* Inserts text before h3 */

Pseudo classes:
• first-child
• nth-child
• nth-last-child
• last-child
• nth-of-type
• only-of-type
• empty
• not
etc.

Pseudo elements:
• first-line
• first-letter
• before
• after



Backgrounds and borders

Allows styling box’s borders and background
including attach multiple background images 
to a single element



Backgrounds and borders
Multiple background images 

Diagram of the meaning of
‘background-position:  75%  50%’.



Backgrounds and borders



Advanced layout
• Aims to fully separate visual layout order from a 

document’s content by defining „slots” in a grid in 
which content can flow or be placed, or that remain 
empty

body { grid-columns: * * (0.5in * *)[2];
grid-rows: 20% *;
columns:3;
column-gap:0.5in; 

}



Advanced layout



Advanced layout



• Shadow (text-shadow: 2px 2px 2px #000;)
• Text overflow (text-overflow: ellipsis;)

• Word-wrap (normal or break-word)

• Font embedding
@font-face {font-family: SketchRockwell; src: url(‘SketchRockwell.ttf’);}
.my_CSS3_class { font-family: SketchRockwell; font-size: 3.2em;}

Text effects



Multi-column layout

• Creating column layouts without additional 
markup by using column widths, counts, gaps 
and rules

-moz-column-count: 3; -moz-column-gap: 1em; -moz-column-rule: 1px 
solid black; -webkit-column-count: 3; -webkit-column-gap: 1em; -webkit-
column-rule: 1px solid black;



Animations, transitions, transformations (3D)

• http://www.1stwebdesigner.com/developmen
t/50-awesome-css3-animations/
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http://www.paulrhayes.com/experiments/cube-3d/


Thank you!


