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I believe that we meet the minimum requirement for the constitution of a research group  that is, two researchers! 
Professor Jim Corner and I have worked together for the last nine years on a variety of research, both 
individually and collaboratively, in the general area of MCDA. This research has been very fruitful and has at 
times involved colleagues from other universities, notably Professor Mordecai Henig from Tel Aviv University. 
Other colleagues include Professor Craig Kirkwood from Arizona State University, Professor Lorraine Gardiner 
from Auburn University and Professor Daniel Vanderpooten from LAMSADE. Professor Hans Daellenbach of 
the University of Canterbury, who was responsible for my original interest in MCDA, has recently retired.  

Our work has been somewhat eclectic, not being centred on a large research project. However, there has been a 
strong emphasis on behavioural decision making as we have tried to understand what decision makers actually 
do as a precursor to suggesting what, perhaps, they should do. We have investigated how behavioural 
characteristics of decision makers affect the performance of solution methods - including decision analysis, the 
Zionts-Wallenius method and a naïve guess method. Recently with the assistance of a doctoral student, we have 
been investigating the structuring of decision problems. Other current work includes the decision making of 
experts, a review of decision analysis applications and a project ranking exercise for a large New Zealand 
company.  

What is the future of this "group?" We shall continue to work in the softer areas of behaviour and philosophy and 
welcome the opportunity to collaborate with others in this area. In the longer term it is our goal to establish a 
centre for decision research. Does anyone want to visit New Zealand?  
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