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The very first studies in multicriteria analysigpagared in the sixties and they rapidly spread\adt the word,
involving more and more researchers and practiteorifter a very short time, a number of resultpmary
importance were obtained, and new extremely vatuphths of research were opened up.

As the most interesting of these studies were spupathe methods and problems of multicriteriaysiga
began to attract more and more attention from eweening range of fields. Specialist groups anesitfic
societies of international experts were formed éample EURO Working Group on Multicriteria Deoisi
Aid, Special Interest Group on MCDM, Internatioaciety on Multiple Criteria Decision Making). Tlees
groups have continued to meet regularly, produaiteyge mess of results, interesting from methaglo& and
operational points of view.

The most significant example in this sense is ged by the EURO Working Group on Multicriteria
Decision Aid, which, under the guide of Bernard Roganized regularly, twice a year, meetings forerbhan
25 years (the 8Dmeeting that reported the goal of 25 years offfiLiactivity was held in Cerisy last
September).

Since the first years of activity in the field ofilticriteria analysis a group of well known Europesnd North
American scientists (the "fathers": B. Roy, Ph \kecS, Zionts,0) and a number of young researdtiees
"pioneers": E. Jacquert-Lagréze, J. Spronk, J.g#@hG. Colson, D. Bouyssou, A. Ostanello, B. Mazo,0)
perceived the opportunity to ensure the continaitgt the empowerment of their work in these studies|ving
also people from the technical and the professiaoald. With the purpose of promoting the diffusiofthe
potentialities of the multicriteria approach asuaddle supporting instruments in decision-makingyttiecided
to organize, gradually, an International SummeroStbn Multicriteria Decision Aid: Methods, Applitans
and Software.

This was the first idea to launch an advanced eoirsnulticriteria analysis, in the form of an intational
Summer School each two years. This idea was e t$ticsilly received from the whole community of pkeop
involved in this field, with the following main obgtives:

» to give a complete and up-to-date picture of mldtigriteria problems, methods and software;

» to spread results of the most recent methodologigdlpractical research;

* to encourage contacts and friendliness and to ps@entific cooperation between researchers from
different countries and of different education &agkground,;

* to create an important occasion to ensure thatpemple could enter in the world of multicriteria
analysis, since the improvement of the quality ofsearch field is strongly linked to contributiarfs
young people;

» to promote the implementation of multicriteria aggoeh in real-life decision problems;

» to give each participant the opportunity to frditfudiscuss real specific problems, to the great
advantage of the experts and of the scientistdar to improve their future cooperation;

» to organize small group of participants for caselgtdiscussions, in order to really understand tow
rightly implement the methods and techniques sugdeto evaluate the available software, and to
critically compare them and to discuss about thalidation.

In order to achieve as close as possible thesetolgs, the first and other Summer Schools weramiagd as
residential courses, to render as easy as poshintacts between teachers and participantse&tie
numerous opportunities for useful informal debates friendly atmosphere (for example, | remembervery
stimulating discussions at the "swimming pool clagsm" during the first Summer School). All partiants
showed enormous interest to the School, workingimoously, with enthusiasm and attending all thetuees;
often, they also asked the organizers to arrangéstgpplementary sessions” in order to discuséurspecific
aspects, establishing a real and immediate "fanailgiosphere, the same hoped by the organizerdirshe
School took place in 1983, in Acireale-Cataniajlgidtaly) and was organised by B. Matarazzo, witik help
of J. Spronk. It was attended by almost 40 pardicip from industry, universities and researchtustins from
different countries. The teaching staff consiste@minstructors and their lectures were laterexittd in the
book "Multiple Criteria Decision Methods and Apgi®on” (Fandel and Spronk, eds.), Springer-Verl®8g5.



At the end of this course, both speakers and [jzaitits expressed their desire for a periodic répetof the
initiative. Effectively, the second school took gdan 1985, in Namur (Belgium). In 1986, a "permane
committee" was set up in order to contact potentiganisers of Schools, help them to define thgram and to
obtain some funds and ensure the continuity ofabiivity. The following Schools were organisedl®88 in
Lisbon (Portugal), in 1991 in Québec City (Canaifa),994 in Chania (Crete) and in 1997 in Turkun{&nd).

The next Summer School will be organized in Aciee@htania again, June"2&uly 7", by B. Matarazzo and S.
Greco, as a residential course in the same hdightesd in a small bay of the lonian sea, wherditseone was
hold (come back to the origin!). A lot of the "fatls" and "pioneers" of multicriteria analysis adeethe
invitation to have lectures during the "First Sumi8ehool of the new millenium". But also some walbwn
researchers of the "new generation" will teach ir@u subjects. The philosophy and the main objestof this
new Summer School are the same. But, of coursee the long and consolidated successful tradhiemind it,
that can guarantee the scientific and the quaditgll of the next edition. In this sense, amongtlay strength
points of the Summer School, | like to rememberftitlewing two: the very well founded relationshipé
friendliness and scientific cooperation among trganizers and the lecturers, and the quality gueeahnby the
control of an International Committee. | hope tiegise specific features could in a short time ¢ieepossibility
of a formal recognition of our Summer Schools witttie credit system of the new organization offheopean
universities.

| believe that a lot of the participants of the nBxmmer School will be able to reach the sameesscachieved
by people that attended the previous editions hatih a few years these "young boys" of multiciéte
speaking one another and to "new generations"sefarehers and practitioners, will always rememiier t
Summer School saying: me too attended that, wimeet Imy colleague (now a well known scientist) aisth
times participant O

Finally, | would like to propose some reflectiormat motivations for participation to the next SuerrSchool.
Thus, what are the reasons of a summer schooé dtetginning of the new millenium?

| think that there are some reasons which are camtmeach summer school but that have in this mo@en
special flavor. | suggest only two examples in Haase:

1. new theories and methodologies and new resultsaarnuously proposed and therefore a summer
school should take into account these advance$ M&pect to this summer school, this means some
time dedicated to some emerging themes like rolegstanalysis and rough set analysis and some more
time and a new approach dedicated to some otherethealways considered in the previous summer
schools, but now approached in a new perspectii®id the case of fuzzy sets

2. many applications are continuously performed amd d@mains are explored with the methodologies
of multicriteria analysis with very successful risuEach summer school should transmit the main
ideas and concepts on which these applicationtamed. With respect to this summer school, this
aspect will be considered by devoting regular sessduring the whole school to several case studies
analysis.

| think, however, that for this summer school, vhis the first of the new millennium, there are somore
specific reasons. | think that we are living a fation which shall modify our way of life. | reféo new
technologies and the new economy, to internet artldet information technology. Thus, we need toingtthe
basis of multicriteria analysis taking into accothse deep modifications of our society. Of couttsis
reflection is at the very beginning, perhaps it llldee better to say that it should be begun. Tioeegefyou
cannot find some specific lectures in the summkeosktabout these evolution of our society. Howewer are
sure that none of the teachers of the Summer Samdlodir lectures shall prescind from these therSBeseral
times, each lecturer, motivated by some questibtiseostudents, could propose his/her first ideathe subject.
Moreover, we are sure that starting form this Sum8ahool probably many teachers and surely all the
participants shall start their reflections abowetsth new themes which will become basic subjecext summer
schools. Within some years, multicriteria analysils have tools and methodologies to deal with tiosvadays
modifications of our society and | hope that sorhthese will be originated by discussions during tiext
Summer School. In this sense this school is not thd first of the new millennium but overall thest of a new
era.



To conclude, | would say to all the young researsle multicriteria decision analysis wishing tothe
pioneers of this new era: "The gold rush is stgrfiom the next summer school in Acireale-CataYizu
cannot miss this occasion!"



